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Wow, have there been some interesting months for the IVCA and Management committee 
(MC) since the last newsletter in March! There have been some ups and downs, and the 
emotions in the MC have changed between frustration, happiness, sadness, resignation, 
mastery, feeling of work overload and pride. Let’s look at some of the things that we in the 
MC have been working on over the last few months.   

School news 
When the current MC was elected, we were told that all the institutions that are recognized 
by the IVCA in teaching an Approved Basic Animal Chiropractic Course were set on 
probation after the last re-approval process. It has taken a long time to get the needed 
information to the office and MC, but we are happy to say that both Options for Animals and 
BackBone-Academy programs are no longer on a probation status, but again have fully 
approved status.  

We are also very happy to let members know that IVCA have accredited a new basic animal 
chiropractic course; Options for Animals-UK. The new program will start up in UK in March 
2017. Our homepage will soon be updated with dates and more information. 
 
Even another basic animal chiropractic course will be seeking IVCA approval in the near 
future. Dr Carl DeStefano is setting up a new school. It is called Health Pioneers Institute. 
Classes will be taught in Naperville, Il., near Chicago. The website is 
www.HealthPioneersInstitute.com. 
 
IAVC’s basic program is set on probation since there are some questions regarding allowing 
students on the program that IVCA doesn’t find are eligible for attending the courses. This is 
under investigation, and the IAVC could lose their accreditation on short notice if it’s found 
that they do not follows IVCA Standard of education on this issue.  

IVCA Office 
After dedicating many hours of her life to running the IVCA since the pioneer time of the 
organization, Helga Thorwartl announced that she would like to retire by the end of May. 
Helga has done a huge job for the IVCA over the years, and her husband Hermann has also 
contributed a lot. They were the IVCA Office! We thank both Helga and her husband for the 
great job they have done. But we needed to find a replacement fast. And the office needed 
to move location from Helga’s home to a place closer to that of the replacement. We are 
happy and confident that we have found a good replacement and a choice for the future in 
Kirstin Fiebig. Kirstin lives in northern Germany, she is a tax consultant, with experience in 
the international shipping industry and speaks fluent English and of course German. The MC 
also felt that we needed a backup in case of a situation where the office personnel is absent 
for some reason. Therefore, Inga from the MC travelled down with Kirstin to visit Helga for 
two days to learn all the IVCA office duties. Due to the workload, it will take some time 
before Kirstin and Inga know it all as well as Helga. But after just a few weeks of work, things 
look very promising for the future. 
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IVCA Annual Conference and AGM 2016, Oslo – Norway 
11th, 12th, 13th November 2016 
Remember to sign up for the conference and AGM. Save a lot of money by keeping the early 
bird deadline. It will also help us to plan the event better if you sign up today. Make sure you 
also book your flights and hotel.  The full program and sign-up information is available on the 
IVCA Website http://ivca.de/ivca-annual-conference-and-agm-2016/ 

Extra certification exam date 10th November 2016, Oslo, Norway 
There has been some request for the IVCA certification exam since not everybody has taken 
it after the basic course. For this reason, the IVCA this year will offer the chance to take the 
certification exam the day before the IVCA conference in Oslo. This is available to anyone 
who wants to take the exam independent of which approved basic course they have 
completed. Signing up for this exam, as for all other exams, needs to be done by filling out 
the form that can be downloaded from the IVCA homepage http://ivca.de/forms/examination-
application-form/. The application deadline is 4 weeks prior to the exam, but for planning 
purposes we would like anyone who is interested in taking the exam to apply as soon as 
possible. 

  
PayPal 
Some members have had trouble understanding the use of PayPal for online registration for 
the annual conference and membership. Not every country has the same tradition for 
PayPal. Anyway, we are pleased to say it’s up and working, and you don’t need a PayPal 
account to use this payment method. You can use your regular credit card! It is only 
handled by PayPal for us. Just follow the instructions when you register for conference and 
membership. 
  
Dennis Eschbach passed away 
It is with deepest regret that we learnt of the passing of Dennis Eschbach. He has been an 
inspiration to many of our members who trained with him over the years, and was a strong 
supporter of the IVCA. He was impossible not to like with his amazing love for chiropractic 
and life in general. Options for Animals states that they will continue their work in the field of 
Animal Chiropractic in the spirit of Dennis. From the IVCA we send our deepest sympathies 
to his friends and family all around the world 
  
Facebook 
The IVCA has an official Facebook page. Since the last newsletter the number of followers 
has risen from 128 to 324 today. That’s great!  Let’s make this page a living site! Is there 
something interesting going on in your area of veterinary chiropractic? Post it on the 
page!  Should we try to get up to 500 followers by this autumn? Remember that this is an 
open page for everyone to see. Be polite, professional and remember that people that are 
sceptical toward animal chiropractic or your clients might see what you comment. Always 
remember to ask people for permission before publishing pictures of them or their animals. 
Please write in English. 
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalVeterinaryChiropracticAssociation/?fref=ts   
  
 
Seeking national chapters 
IVCA seeks national groups/associations/chapters of IVCA certified animal chiropractors that 
can suggest candidates for sitting on the newly formed IVCA National Chapter Committee. 
Samantha Kingdon (England) has been appointed leader of the committee that will look at 
the relationship between the national chapters and the IVCA, and also at the common 
challenges national chapters/associations might experience. There will be one 
representative on the committee from each country that has formally organized or are in the 
process of organizing certified IVCA veterinary chiropractors. Tina Echholdt is the 
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representative from Norway. If you or someone you know wants to represent a national 
group and would like at seat on the IVCA National Chapter Committee, please send the 
contact information to the IVCA office e-mail address: contact@ivca.de 
  
Take half an hour dealing with the things this newsletter asks for, and then you can 
take a vacation with a clear conscience.  We are here for you, but it’s nice if you also 
respond to our calls. And with that, we wish you all a very nice summer. 
  
Best wishes,  
Inga Lösing, Claudia da Rocha Patricio, Marion Thurner, Geir Wiik, Winston Williams 

IVCA Management Committee 
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